SERMON OUTLINE

2-25-11
“MARTYRS OF FAITH”

I.  FACTS ABOUT THE BIBLE:

A. GOD’S WORD.

B. LONGEST CHAPTER, PS. 119.

C. SHORTEST CHAPTER, PS. 117.

D. CENTER CHAPTER, PS. 118.

E. CENTER VERSE, PS. 118:8. “IT IS BETTER TO TRUST IN THE LORD THAN TO PUT CONFIDENCE IN MAN.”

II. FIRST 3 MARTYRS RECORDED IN NEW TESTAMENT: CHRIST, JOHN BAPTIST, STEPHEN.

A. JOHN REBUKED HEROD FOR HIS SINFUL BEHAVIOR. LUKE 3: 19-20.

B. GREEK “MARTOOS” MEANS WITNESS.

C. PREDICTION OF BLOOD TO BE SPILLED FOR CHRIST. REV. 17: 3-6.

1. FROM AD 1313 TO AD 1600, APPROX. 50,000 CHRISTIANS WERE KILLED BY STATE/CHURCH.

III. STEPHEN STONED TO DEATH. ACTS 7 & 22.

A. SAUL HELD COATS FOR THOSE THROWING STONES.

B. LATER, SAUL’S NAME CHANGED TO PAUL, WHO WAS CONVERTED AND A STRONG ADVOCATE AND APOSTLE FOR CHRIST.

IV. JOHN WYCLIFF- BIBLE TRANSLATOR. 

A. PRODUCED DOZENS OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE MANUSCRIPTS.

B. THE POPE SO ANGRY THAT HE HAD WYCLIFF’S BONES DUG-UP AND SCATTERED ON A RIVER.

V. WILLIAM TYNDALE. 

A. STRANGLED TO DEATH AND BURNED AT THE STAKE FOR PUBLISHING THE NEW TESTAMENT IN EARLY MODERN ENGLISH.

B. PUBLISHING THE BIBLE AT THIS TIME WAS PUNISHABLE BY DEATH.

C. A PRIEST, SCHOLAR, AND LINGUIST, WHO SPOKE 8 DIFFERENT LANGUAGES.

VI. JOHN ROGERS: 16TH CENTURY BIBLE EDITOR AND MARTYR.

A. BURNT TO ASHES BECAUSE HE WOULD NOT RECANT HIS CHRISTIAN BELIEFS.

B. HAD HE RECANTED, HE COULD HAVE SAVED HIS LIFE.

VII. JOHN CALVIN, FRENCH:

A. 16TH CENTURY PASTOR AND REFORMER.

B. HELD HIGH WORD OF GOD OVER TRADITION. 

C. TAUGHT THAT ALL CHRISTIANS ARE BOUND TO UPHOLD THE WORD OF GOD OVER TRADITION. 

CONCLUSION: DO YOU HAVE THE PROPER RESPECT AND APPRECIATION FOR THE SUFFERING AND DEATH THAT WERE ENDURED BY OUR FOREFATHERS WHO SUFFERED AND BLED THAT WE MIGHT HAVE FULL ACCESS TO THE WORD OF GOD.  THANK GOD NOW FOR HIS WORD AND THOSE WHO SACRIFICED THAT WE CAN STUDY IT IN FREEDOM, DAILY.

